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a large measure to the fact that the Jews were forced
to be city-dwellers* The large number of Jews in
commerce is not due to any original inherent quality
in the Jews, but to oppressive restrictions imposed on
them. For many centuries they were allowed by
Christian rulers of Europe no other occupations but
trade and money-lending. In ancient Palestine the
Jews were farmers and workers. It is significant, as
Dr. James Parkes points out, that the laws of the
Bible have little reference to commerce. They deal
with the affairs and relations of an agricultural com-
munity. In mediaeval Europe they could not be
farmers because they could own no land, and they
were in constant danger of expulsion from their homes.
The Jews were converted into an urban people by
the rulers of Europe, and they were forced into city
occupations. Experience developed an aptitude for
the pursuits first forced on them.

The present numerical disproportion of Jews in
some pursuits is, therefore, due to the Jews* history,
which was not of their own making. Others, not they,
formulated the conditions of their existence. Because
they were everywhere a distinctive minority, they
could not choose their occupations, they had to take
those that were thrust upon them. But none more than
the Jews themselves recognize the weakness in their
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